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Ms Margot James MP 
Minister for Small Business, Consumers and Corporate Responsibility 
Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 
1 Victoria Street 
London 
SW1H 0ET 
 
22 December 2017 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
Over recent days, concerns have been raised in the media about the effectiveness of the Furniture 
& Furnishings (Fire) (safety) Regulations 1988, as amended (FFFSR) – and also regarding flame 
retardant chemicals used in upholstered furniture and beds. 
 
The British Furniture Confederation (BFC) has always stated that the industry’s first and foremost 
concern is for the safety of consumers and the emergency services, and has long been pressing for 
reforms to the current legislation and standards.  Reforms are needed to simplify testing, remove 
anomalies and improve compliance, while also helping to reduce the amount of fire retardant 
chemicals needed for compliance.  
 
The BFC is frustrated that no progress appears to have been made in over a year to reform the 
regulations following the Autumn 2016 consultation and the Government’s announcement that it 
needed time to consider the many conflicting responses it received to its proposed changes to the 
current standards.  
 
In an effort to kickstart the process of much needed reform, the BFC submitted its own proposals in 
July to BEIS following consultation with key stakeholders. The BFC has yet to receive a substantive 
response to this document.  
 
The Confederation reiterates our call to the Government to address this increasingly contentious 
issue, especially in the light of more recent claims questioning the overall effectiveness of the 
standards and potential harm to health of fire retardant chemicals.  
 
In order to regain the confidence of industry and consumers, the BFC believes that the Government 
should urgently announce a fresh programme of robust research engaging all stakeholder groups 
together with an evaluation of the claims raised in the media. Given the delays and uncertainty that 
stakeholders have endured, the BFC would welcome clarity from the Government on the reform 
process with key milestones that stakeholders can be confident will be met.  
 
Everyone affected - the furniture industry, fire officers, and consumers - need and deserve proper 
clarity and effective, enforceable regulations and standards which protect people from the potential 
dangers caused by both fire and harmful chemicals.  
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Meanwhile the industry will continue to obey UK law by meeting the current UK regulations on 
flammability and following the requirements of REACH regulations regarding use of any chemicals 
to meet those standards.  
 
The BFC remains strongly committed to working with BEIS to develop and deliver the much needed 
reforms, and would welcome the opportunity to meet you to discuss our own proposals. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you and hope we can meet in the near future. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jonathan M. Hindle FCSD 
 
Chairman 
 
E: chairman@britishfurnitureconfederation.org.uk 
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