
 
 

Tier 4 restrictions and UK border closures 
 
In addition, to the Tier 4 restrictions imposed, please see the below: 
 

• Link to regulations : https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/1611/contents/made 
• The Tier 4 Stay at Home guidance : https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home 
• The Prime Minister’s statement : https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-

statement-on-coronavirus-covid-19-19-december-2020 
 
Additional information, specifically re: Retail. 
 

Further economic 
support for Tier 4 areas 

On top of national measures such as the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme and 
business loans schemes, where businesses are legally required to close in Tier 4, 
they will be eligible for grants of up to £3,000 per month through the Local 
Restrictions Support Grant (Closed) Addendum.  
 
Local authorities will also be able to use their Additional Restrictions Grant to 
award discretionary grants or provide other business support.  
The best approach is to visit the Government Business Support pages on gov.uk 
and also to contact your local authority.  
www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support 
 

Definition for non-
essential and essential / 
mixed used retail? 

Largely the same definition as for the November restrictions. (The main changes 
are to tighten the definition of ‘hardware’ as set out below) 
A full list of businesses allowed to stay open can be found at:  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home?priority-taxon=774cee22-
d896-44c1-a611-e3109cce8eae#stay-at-home  
 
The rapid rise in cases means Government needed to bring in emergency 
restrictions immediately. The November definition is generally understood by 
the public and retail sector.  
Businesses are expected to follow the restrictions and the importance of 
reducing the risk of transmission when considering whether they qualify to 
open under the regulations.  

Closure of homeware Government appreciates that homeware was able to open in the exemptions in 
the first lockdown, but the definition was so wide that it allowed a large number 
of businesses to stay open at a time when we were trying to limit footfall and 
asking people only to go out when it is essential to do so. That is why we 
classified them as ‘non-essential retail’ under the November national 
restrictions and will do so again now.  
We have refined the definition of hardware, to be clear that this exemption is 
aimed at those carrying out construction projects or repairs.  

Click and collect Click and collect can continue, but customers are unable to enter the premises. 
This is to limit people queueing closely indoors together  

 
 


